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LOWESTOFT CRUISING CLUB    
2019/20 COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
Commodore 
Colin Coe Home:- 01493 369406  Mobile:- 07887 502063   
Email:-  commodore@lowestoftcruisingclub.co.uk 
 
Vice Commodore 
Greg Tripp Home:- 01502 730187  Mobile:- 07508 863197 
Email:-  vice-commodore@lowestoftcruisingclub.co.uk 
 
Rear Commodore  
James Hutcheson Home:- 01908 666210  Mobile:- 07546 072772 
Email:-  rear-commodore@lowestoftcruisingclub.co.uk 
 
Honorary Secretary 
Currently vacant 
Email:-  secretary@lowestoftcruisingclub.co.uk 
 
Honorary Treasurer 
Peter Reeve Home:- 01603 456050 
Email:-  treasurer@lowestoftcruisingclub.co.uk 
 
Honorary Moorings Officer 
Peter Hytch Home:- 01502 732970  Mobile:- 07810 522515 
Email:-  moorings-officer@lowestoftcruisingclub.co.uk 
 
Honorary Social Secretary 
Helen Hutcheson Home:- 01908 666210  Mobile:- 07709 777978 
Email:-  social-secretary@lowestoftcruisingclub.co.uk 
 
 
 
Committee Members (alphabetical order) 
Paul Gray  Home:- 01502 564739  Mobile:- 07836 625018  
Email:- paulgray20@hotmail.com 
 
Jeremy Rake Home:-01508 548060  Mobile:- 07708 042046 
Email:- jez.rake@icloud.com                 
 
Ian Seath  Mobile:- 07474  741293 
Email:- divert from - secretary@lowestoftcruisingclub.co.uk 
 
David Sherwood  Home:- 01502 730352  Mobile:- 07522 702247 
 
Michael Sparrow  Home:- 01508 520692  Mobile:- 07514 323647 
Email:- michael.sparrow100@btinternet.com 

mailto:paulgray20@hotmail.com
mailto:jez.rake@icloud.com
mailto:michael.sparrow100@btinternet.com


 

EDITORIAL 
 
 
You will probably have noticed that we have a new member of the 
Under Way team. Lynda Ramsden has taken up the cudgels as 
Advertising Manager. We wish her every success in this vital fund 
raising enterprise—the more adverts the less expensive the     
production costs. 
Thanks, too, to Alan Ramsden for the cover photograph. The 
whole story of our splendid gatehouse is written by our new Vice 
Commodore, Greg Tripp . 
 
The full minutes of the AGM are included in this edition but it was felt that the indi-
vidual Officer’s reports were superfluous as they are covered in the minutes. Their 
reports will appear as usual in the Autumn edition  
 
I hope you enjoy this edition. If you don’t  then let us know at the usual address. It’s 
your magazine and if you have any ideas for its improvement, things that you would 
like to see included or things that you think should be left out then we need to know. 
 
As usual my thanks to all the contributors to this edition of Under Way. Have you all 
read Phil Betts’ account of his sail to the Baltic? It’s on our website. I may have 
news of another member’s full cruising  life in the next edition. Watch this space. 
 
I hope 2019 proves to be an excellent sailing season for us all. If you find you have-
n’t time to write up your adventures, cruises, comments or informative technical stuff 
then you will always find a warm welcome, a mug of tea and a small discrete tape 
recorder aboard ‘Carina’ Pontoon Berth No.1 
 
I was thinking that we don’t have many photographs of members’ boats. I realise 
this is difficult—we’ve all plenty of snaps of the boat at anchor, on the moorings or 
on the compound but few of the thing sailing. Unless we are sailing in company and 
one of the crew has a camera to capture the moment few of us have a picture of our 
pride and joy in motion. Having said that, we do have one precious photo of ‘Carina’  
in a gentle breeze off Pakefield ,taken by Bill Clark. 
 
If you have a photograph of your boat under sail please let us have a copy at Under 
Way. Usual address. 
 
Get the mixing bowls out. Andy Morgan sent me his wife’s recipe for Tunisian     
Lemon Cake. There was great demand for the recipe after sampling it at the   Fitting 
Out Supper. 
 

 
Colin Arnold 
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 Lowestoft Cruising Club  
53rd Annual General Meeting  
Friday 8th March 2019 at the RNSYC  

Minutes  
1 Apologies for Absence  
 
Delia & Malcolm Taylor, Bill Clark, Jane & Dick Jordan, Steve Jordan, Stuart Mack, Megan Mack, 
Yvonne & Charles Moreland, Tony Meacock, Mike Foster, Maureen & Philip Carter, Jean & Colin Bale, 
Ruth & David Woollard-Kingston, Eric & Avril Richardson, John Skipper, Julia & Nick Harvey, Glen 
Scott, Tina & Richard Vanston, David Spashett, Jeff Glass, John Cooper, Lou Moore, Marilyn & Andrew 
Rowley, Georgina Rodwell, Adrian Muttitt, Jenny & David Sherwood, Peter Edwards, Barbara Hood, 
David Dyer, Carol & Chris Lucas, Lynda Morgan, Debbie Seath, Angela Wells, Jan Waters, Jean Rodg-
ers, Maureen Churchill, June Yeaman, Clare Tottie, Maggie Mann, Fi & Mark Nightingale, Paul Reeve, 
Maggi Bennett, Ilona Sheader, Mike & Michelle Kippin, Sheila & David Bird, Carol Bullen, Alan Gay.  
65 voting members were present. The minutes were taken by Peter George.  
.  
2 Approval of the minutes for the AGM held on 9th March 2018.  
Proposal: ‘that the minutes as published in the Spring 2018 edition of Under Way, be accepted.’  
Proposed: Jonathan Towns Seconded: Don Beales carried unanimously  
3 Commodore’s Address - Colin Coe  
Good Evening everybody and welcome to this the 53rd AGM of Lowestoft Cruising Club. Please can I 
draw your attention to the housekeeping here at The Royal Norfolk and Suffolk Yacht Club which are 
on the Power Point overhead for your information.  
MEMBERSHIP  
We currently have as of this report 127 members comprising of 88 Family Members, 34 Single Mem-
bers and 5 Crew Members. I would like to personally welcome new members Samantha Smith, Mark 
Collins, Neil and Eileen Irvine, Monica Guariso, Danielle Sands, Mike Amis, Richard Roth, Jean Rodgers, 
Lucy Betts, Paul Johnston and Debbie Connolly. We have received 10 resignations and sadly lost Ian 
Smith last year shortly after he stood for Committee and more recently we were saddened by the 
deaths of Richard Tottie and Penny Mack, many of you were at both funerals to pay your respects. 
The numbers there at both services was evident how much in high regard they were thought of.  
PAST 12 MONTHS  
This past year has certainly been eventful. I stood here last year and presented a committee proposal 
for a new Gatehouse. Thanks to the efforts of Paul Gray, Alan Ramsden, Paul Cross, Greg Tripp and 
Ken Gale our new Gatehouse is up and in full use. I’ve received lots of positive comments on the 
structure. We also voted in an electronic access system which thanks to Paul Gray and his team this is 
now fully operational.  
THIRD CROSSING  
Where are we with the Lake Lothing Third Crossing? I asked Club member David Bennett to summa-
rise. Following a public consultation Suffolk County Council officials realised they needed help with 
navigation issues. They set up a Navigation Working Group. Paul Gray and David Bennett have attend-
ed the three meetings held so far, along with representatives of the marine community west of the 
new bridge, and, of course, ABP as the Harbour Authority.  
Issues discussed included - bridge design, bridge opening schedule, lighting, signals, air draught dis-
play, provision of a waiting pontoon between the new and old bridges, and a navigation risk assess-
ment for the construction phase. The working group has proved to be a useful forum to allow the 
Club to express its concerns regarding our interests.  



 

A planning application has now been submitted to the National Infrastructure Planning Inspectorate. 
This is an open process allowing registered parties to make representations and attend various 
meetings with the Inspector. On behalf of the Club we have made two major objections. One, that 
there was no bridge opening schedule in the planning application, and two, that Suffolk had proposed 
a worst case scenario of a three week summer closure to navigation.  
Following consultation with the Navigation Working Group a scheme of operation has now been sub-
mitted to the Inspector. It works in conjunction with the same opening times as the existing bascule 
bridge. There will need to be some flexibility to co-ordinate openings between the two bridges. To 
avoid peak road traffic times the only defined periods of non-opening are 0800 to 0900h and 1700 to 
1800h Mondays to Fridays.  
At the last Navigation Working Group the contractors BAM Nuttall were unable to clarify the need for 
a closure in terms of duration or season. The Club has continued to object to this closure and the Plan-
ning Inspector has noted our objection. The provision of alternative moorings east of the new bridge 
has been considered, but no solution was forthcoming. We have asked for a paragraph to be added to 
the draft Development Consent Order that allows for compensation during any closure. At a site 
meeting at the Haven Marina we emphasised to the Inspector the large extent of maritime interests 
west of the new bridge that will be severely impacted by a three week summer closure.  
You can be assured we are continuing to do our best to protect the interests of you the Club members. 
Anyone wishing to read the 400 plus documents currently on the Inspectorate website can see David 
later for the web address! The Inspector has to finish his examination by the 5th June this year. He 
then has three months to decide whether to approve the planning application. A decision should be 
taken by the end of 2019.  
SAVE SOUTHWOLD HARBOUR  
Over the past 15 years, many attempts have been made by Waveney District Council to take financial 
control of Southwold harbour and caravan site, including a failed attempt in 2003 to sell the land.  
This beautiful area has historic and economic significance to local residents and business owners but 
most importantly, the land does not belong to Waveney District Council, it belongs to the local com-
munity.  
In 2015, Southwold Town Council and Waveney District Council in conjunction with Southwold Har-
bour and River Blyth Users Association, Southwold Caravan Owners Association and several individual 
business owners and residents agreed to set up a charitable Harbour Trust to run the harbour and 
caravan site. The trustees would come from local government and harbour users. They made a sustain-
able business plan and employed a project manager to implement this agreement, protecting the area 
for future generations.  
Waveney District Council are now trying to go back on that agreement and once again, take control of 
the land, by creating a company that they will solely own. This includes taking complete control of all 
the money that is generated from rent and rates. If Waveney District Council succeed in establishing 
this company, they will also be able to sell the land and we will lose this valuable asset forever.  
SOUTHWOLD HAVEN PORT STAKEHOLDERS’ GROUP  
Signatories for the campaign to have the harbour owned and controlled by a charitable trust run as 
agreed in March 2015 have reached over 3,500. However, Cllr. Bradbury reported that there were only 
3 out of the 12 councillors on the Town Council supporting the Stakeholders Group and the others 
would not object to WDC taking over.  
GRAHAM & JUDY HAY DAVISON  
Both Graham and Judy Hay Davison said they would be standing down as Chairman and Secretary of 
SHRBUA at the AGM on the 12th Dec and asked for nominees to fill their posts. Support for the Associ-
ation has been poor.  
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CLUB EVENTS  
The sailing and social events this year have been well attended. The year started with our Fitting out Sup-
per, various events in the Club marquee and Laying up Supper finishing with the finale of the Annual Din-
ner and Prize Giving in December. Helen I am sure will fill you in with all the details. The sailing events 
have also been very well attended.  
THANKS TO MEMBERS  
I would like to thank all those members for work, very often unseen and very often taken for granted for 
the Club. Jeremy I am sure will thank all those who maintain our Club to the excellent standard we are 
very privileged to enjoy today. Without wishing to embarrass anyone but for the benefit of our new mem-
bers would you like to stand and just make yourselves known. I would like to thank Greg Newton who 
offered his services to update and maintain our website when Mark Nightingale relinquished the role. 
Colin Arnold, Editor of Underway, Jeremy Rake who has taken on responsibility for First Aid and AED 
Training, Andrew Rowley, CEVNI Training, Ian Seath and myself have taken on the Crane and Winch Train-
ing, Don Beales, Border Force Liaison and arranging Fire Extinguisher Testing, David Bennett and Paul Gray 
who are representing LCC on Third Crossing Discussions and finally the Committee members who  
join me monthly to ensure this Club runs as smoothly as it does.  
I would also like to thank Ian Seath and his Sub Group for their work on the Code of Conduct and Com-
plaints Procedure. Ian will be updating us and giving feedback on the survey sent out anonymously to the 
members later this evening.  
AWARD OF TROPHIES AND SERVICE AWARDS  
I do not plan to go into great detail here only to say that the full list of Trohies awarded at the Annual 
Dinner in December will be documented in the Spring Edition of Underway.  
Retiring Committee Members were:-  
Jeff Glass – Rear Commodore 2017-2018 – Tankard  
Andrea Bennett Honorary Social Secretary 2017-2018 - Engraved Pen.  
I would like to make a special mention to the stand in the minute takers this year who have offered their 
services to the Club since our elected Honorary Secretary Ian Smith sadly died. They are Paul Gray, Jude 
Towns, Andy Morgan and Peter George who has again very kindly agreed to take minutes tonight. I should 
also mention here Sarah Plummer, Jude and Jonathan Towns and Carol and Paul Cross who will be distrib-
uting ballot papers and counting votes for the vacancy of Vice Commodore and hand  
counting to assist Peter.  
FUTURE BUSINESS / IMPROVEMENT PLAN  
I have heard lots of comments about what and does not need doing at LCC. Your Committee works as a 
team and has to be guided by those long standing members who know the history of our Club and the 
experts amongst us. As a committee we need to justify to you the members all of our expenditure. Peter, 
our Honorary Treasurer, I know will be going into more details when he gives his report this evening. We 
must not overlook the income this Club generates from visitors which is down to one person Peter, our 
Moorings Officer. Whilst our bank balance on paper looks very healthy we must always programme in for 
emergency. It is my intention for the Committee to inspect, survey, prioritise and plan a number of areas 
which may or may not require maintenance, repair or replacement over the next two to three years. They 
are:-  
 

 
 



 

 
The Winch trolley.  
Southwold pontoon.  
The concrete pontoons.  
Main and finger pontoons.  
Compound piling anodes.  
LCC— YOUR CLUBl 
I would like to thank the newer younger members of this Club who have put themselves forward 
this year to serve on Committee and take on responsibilities. I witness lots of talk about what 
should and should not be happening within Committee but not too many members volunteering 
their services. I’m constantly being told that some Committee members have served for too long 
and should step down but what I’m not getting are members coming forward to take their places. 
So, where do we go from here? This is your Club. The vacancy for Under Way advertising and distri-
bution has been filled by Lynda Ramsden, thank you Lynda. The secretarial duties are being covered 
by my wife, thank you Chris and we cover the Committee meetings, AGM and sub group meetings 
using stand in minute takers. The administration and smooth running of this Club is down to all of 
us, not just the minority.  
We will now move on to the next item 4 on the Agenda Vice Commodore’s report.  
 
4 Vice Commodore’s Report - Jeremy Harrison  
Good evening Commodore, ladies and gentlemen.  
The Commodore has reported on the CCTV, the gatehouse and the electronic locking system. The 
CCTV is probably the most cost effective of our security systems. We have not had a repeat of 2017 
when we had graffiti artists, vandals and thieves visit our moorings. The Gatehouse is clean, smart 
and has nice welcoming signs.  
The electronic locking system is very convenient and user friendly and has been referred to as a 
security system. However, the only improvement in security we have over this time last year, is the 
deterrent of the CCTV.  
Work parties to keep the site tidy and maintain the Club’s equipment have all gone to plan. The 
mooring’s maintenance to ensure the pontoons are safe for this year will be completed by the time 
the boats are lifted back into the water.  
Plans for this year: the three containers need their rooves weatherproofing and they will be worked 
on after the boats are back in the water. The work has already been approved by the Committee.  
The Pontoons are a vital asset to the Club although they need maintaining. I have established a 
routine to carry out most of this work in Jan, Feb and March before the boats are lifted back in the 
water. This does mean that the work parties have to be in the daytime.  
We are fortunate that we have so many active AOPs willing and able to do this work.  
There is a major pontoon maintenance job to do in the near future which is the replacement of the 
two concrete utilities pontoons. We purchased them in the 1978 season and they have completed 4 
41 years of service. They survived the 1987 gale which so nearly carried away the whole of our 
moorings. It was that gale that drove the incentive to improve the moorings to the standard that 
we enjoy today. We must not take the moorings for granted. They have to be maintained and we 
must make sure that we keep them up to this standard.  am retiring from the Committee today, 
however, if the Committee would like me to, I would be willing to survey the pontoons every Janu-
ary and advise on necessary repairs to keep them safe and serviceable for when the boats are re-
turned to the water.  
I would like to thank every one who has helped in anyway to keep our Club up to scratch and run-
ning so well. You will be voting in a new Vice Commodore later in this meeting, I shall do my best to 
ensure a smooth hand over. Just to thank you for your support and help over the last few years. 
May you have fair winds and a good sailing season.  
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5.Rear Commodore’s Report - James Hutcheson  
The weather was kind to us last year which led to a good turnout on the club cruises. We all hope it will 
be the same this year.  
Dinghy trips to the White Hart and the Royal Norfolk & Suffolk were a good laugh and we hope to tow 
back even more this year.  
Don’t forget to come to the meeting on 23rd if you are interested in the Broads trip.  
The club cruise, this year, is to Chatham Docks. If members have longer holidays an want to use this as 
a jumping off point please come along.  
 
We’re planning a Family Day for June 16th at the Club which will be open to the public. We would hope 
to attract families interested in sailing to the Club. We’re knocking about ideas such as trips up Lake 
Lothing in members’ boats, or dinghies, with informal conversations about navigation and seamanship 
and the joys of sailing. Any input or ideas from you would be most welcome.  
 
Chris and Lorraine Marchant are off again in July to the Caribbean and we hope they have a good and 
safe journey.  
 
A couple of members have asked if they can crew this year so if you want to crew please give me your 
contact details and I will put them on the notice board.  
Just to say thanks for the support last year and wishing you all an enjoyable and safe year ahead.  
 
6 Acting Honorary Secretary’s Report. - Peter George  
As you are well aware, we have an elected Management Committee who, each month, thrashes out 
what needs to be done to maintain and improve the excellent facilities that we all enjoy and to which 
we all contribute in a non judgmental co-operative spirt. Pats on the back all round. However, within all 
committees, whether amateur or professional, there needs to be a hub through which committee busi-
ness is recorded, correspondence attended to, agendas set, etc. This hub is the Honorary Secretary – 
and we don’t have one.  
For over a year several non-committee members have rallied round to cover various parts of the Hon 
Sec’s job but this ad hoc state of affairs, where there is no continuity and Colin is forever having to beg 
favours to fill the gaps – is not sustainable.  
Further to this there will be yet another year where your Management Committee will be down to 11 
members – this is not a healthy state of affairs.  
Throughout our illustrious history, we have never had a project, big or small, where members have 
failed to step up to the plate. So please don’t make this an exception. I’m sure one of you out there is 
itching to have a go – please don’t hide your lamp under a bushel. Your Club needs you!  
 
7 Honorary Treasurer’s Report - Peter Reeve  
Well, what an impressive Balance Sheet with over £100.000.00 in the bank and a surplus of income 
over expenditure for the past year of nearly £10,000.00. However as with all end of year accounts the 
story is in the detail. For a start the Club’s fluid cash includes £38,000.00 on loan from its members. It 
also enhances a Balance Sheet when the majority of expenditure has been on capital projects rather 
than maintenance. This is because the value of the expenditure can be added back into the Club’s as-
sets thereby increasing the overall value appearing on the Balance Sheet. The actual money in the bank 
showed a surplus of £6717.00 income over expenditure which is still good bearing in mind the amount 



 spent on capital projects which has been as follows:-  
CCTV installation 459.98  
Gatehouse 4370.60  

 
 
This makes a total expenditure of £10,695.31. Such incredible value and as we all know is only possible 
with the wealth of expertise and voluntary labour we have at our disposal. In parallel with this, our sur-
plus income would not have been possible without the £6000.00 from visitors’ moorings which is entire-
ly due to the hard work put in by our Moorings Officer, Peter Hytch.  
Looking at the Income & Expenditure sheet of the accounts then, we can see income has increased from 
last year mainly from moorings but also from a small bank deposit interest account now enjoyed from 
the investment made with members’ loans. By far the major difference is in our expenditure with a sig-
nificant reduction in the cost of maintenance. This is because the materials for the maintenance work 
carried out last year were obtained during the year before. There has also been a reduction in the rates 
we pay for the Southwold mooring as result of business rate relief and in the cost of Under Way printing 
as a result of fewer pages.  
 
Cranage has also reduced from the previous year when it was necessary to purchase new lifting slings. 
However, we need to be wary of our water and electricity consumption. The amount spent on postage 
has gone down but this has been more than compensated by the increased need for computer printing 
materials. The £80.00 for professional fees is the amount paid for a First Aid Instructor’s Course for Jere-
my Rake who has kindly offered to take on this role for the Club.  
Moving on to the Balance Sheet, the value of Fixed Assets has increased to include the cost of the capital 
projects completed last year and listed on page 3 of the accounts. I think by now we are all familiar with 
the meaning of ‘Prepayment’ which is the sum included by the Auditor for a proportion of our insurance 
premium paid for in 2018, the cover for which extends into 2019. ‘Cash in Hand’ is the Social Secretary’s 
float and under the heading ‘Liabilities’ a sum is included for ‘Provisions’ which again is the Auditor’s 
estimate for the cost of electricity and water consumed in 2018 to be paid for in 2019.  
At the 31 December 2018 for the purposes of the Balance Sheet our club was worth £159,895.00 with a 
total membership of 127 comprising 88 Family members, 37 Single members and 2 Crew members, all of 
whom included our 3 Honorary members.  
Now, I feel my job as Treasurer is to try to maintain a balance between what we charge ourselves and 
what it costs the Club. Some three years ago, the plant hire company which provides the mobile cranes 
for Lift in/Lift out was sold to a new owner. Paul Gray, who arranges the cranage facilities on behalf of 
the Club, was rightly concerned that their charges would increase and we adjusted the Club’s charging 
rate in anticipation accordingly. However, Paul has subsequently managed to negotiate a much lower 
rate each year to such an extent that the Club has made on average 75% surplus over the last three 
years. The crane company charges are bound to increase, but in the mean time I consider the current 
amount we charge ourselves is excessive and is creating an imbalance in the Club’s accounts. Although 
Paul does not agree with me on this, I am recommending a reduction of our charges from £4.00 per half 
metre to £3.50. As has always been accepted in the past and is the procedure adopted for Harbour Dues 
– if the charge increases we automatically apply a corresponding increase in the amount we charge our-
selves, but it is for you, the members, to decide.  
For years now our charges for the use of the slip has remained unchanged. This is a very expensive piece 
of equipment to maintain and the cost is out of proportion with the income the Club receives for its use. 
I therefore have no hesitation in recommending an increase in our charge from £5.00 to £10.00 per day 
and still consider this to be incredible value. I hope you do too.  
Apart from an increase in Harbour Dues and Harbour Users Premium which are a direct result of and in 
proportion with the increases imposed by the harbour authority, I am not recommending any other 
increases in our fees and charges for this year.  
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Electronic bank transfer or BACS is fast becoming the accepted form of payment. Club invoices will now 
include details of how payment can be made in this way. In order for these payments to be properly 
identified and processed, could I please ask you to record your surname and the codes used for each 
amount as indicated on the invoice and make the payment before the end of the month in which you 
receive the invoice. Otherwise you may get a letter advising you that payment has not been received 
and is now subject to the dreaded surcharge.  
Finally, can I publicly thank my wife Jane for all her help throughout the year and once again ask you to 
show your appreciation to our Honorary Auditor, David Spashett for verifying the accounts and produc-
ing the end of year Account Statement and Balance Sheet.  
However, before I finish, The Club has no secretary. Perhaps it is time has come to employ a part time 
secretary. If we did this we would need to increase our membership subscription by say £50.00 making 
a family membership £85.00 and a single membership £80.00. This is not something I would favour but 
I am guided by you the members. As an indication only how many of you here tonight would be in fa-
vour of this idea?  Thank you for listening and unless you have any questions this concludes my report. 
 
8 Adoption of the 2018 Accounts  
The Hon Treasurer presented a Balance Sheet to 31.12.18.  
Proposal: That the AGM adopts the annual accounts as presented by the Hon. Treasurer  
and audited by David Spashett.  
Proposed: David Bennett Seconded: Judy Towns carried unanimously  
 
9 Determination of Annual Subscriptions & Fees 2019/20  
Harbour Dues are set by ABP over which the Club has no say. They have increased from £205.60 in 
2018 to £212.40. This would mean an increase in the Harbour Users Premium to £42.48. 
Proposals:  
‘that the Harbour Dues and Harbour Users’ Premium for 2019 be increased to £42.48’ (IN07),  
‘that the fee for the Slipway/Trolley should be increased to £10.00/day.’ (IN14)  
‘that the cranage charge should be reduced from £4.00/0.5M per lift to £3.50/0.5M per lift.’(IN11)  
Proposed: The Management Committee. Seconded: Mark Wiltshire carried unanimously  
10 Determination of third party insurance as Mooring Rule 4.2.2.  
Proposal: that the Club’s third party insurance will remain at £3,000,000.  
Proposed: The Management Committee. Seconded: Jonathan Towns carried unanimously  
 
10 Determination of third party insurance as Mooring Rule 4.2.2.  
Proposal: that the Club’s third party insurance will remain at £3,000,000.  
Proposed: The Management Committee. Seconded: Jonathan Towns carried unanimously  
 
11 Honorary Moorings Officer’s Report – Peter Hytch  
Work on the moorings never stops with successive work parties servicing and maintaining the facility. 
As I mentioned last year, the state of the concrete pontoons is under review and planning for their 
eventual replacement is in hand. Although not my area of expertise, far from it, It may not be a bad 
idea to begin constructing steel sections soon so that they are ready when needed should the concrete 
deteriorate faster than predicted.  
The addition of our spare pontoon to the existing pontoon running north south along our boundary 
with Petans, will be a welcome addition in easing pressure on the moorings, especially before and after 
craning, and for corralling boats at lift out.  

 



 

Although the rules are on the web site, I do feel it would be useful for prospective members to have a 
hard copy of the mooring rules so that can be no misunderstanding about allocated and non-allocated 
berths. Proposers often forget to explain that new members can’t always be accommodated and 
might have to seek moorings elsewhere for a year or two. Of course, I do everything I can to find spac-
es during the season but it’s a juggling act with no guarantees. Wet berths during the winter are al-
ways available.  
 
Visitor numbers are down a bit this year – it’s always unpredictable. When visiting marinas and Clubs, 
members are reminded to spread the news of our excellent competitively priced facilities to as many 
boats they come across as possible. This will bring in welcome revenue for the Club coffers.  
Some members are very tardy and even forgetful about paying for their use of slip and crane - some 
even incurred a penalty charge. The increase in the daily charge for the slip is to cover maintenance 
costs and future repairs which are expected to be up to £2000. All cash and cheques and notification 
of BACS payments should go into the new safe situated in the gatehouse.  
Finally, a big thankyou to all those who have asked how Averil is getting on with her oxygen. She’s 
doing fine and really appreciates all your best wishes. Also another big thanks to Sarah Plummer and 
Jude & Jonathan Towns for being our crew down to London - without whom we would not have been 
able to go.  
I wish you all a safe and happy summer.  
 
12 Honorary Social Secretary’s Report–Helen Hutcheson 
Thank you to everyone for all your support last year.  
Hopefully you have seen the programme for this year and will be able to join us for some of the social 
dos.  
A couple of things to point out – due to a family wedding the cheese and wine evening will have to be 
rescheduled. probably to 13th July and this will be confirmed as soon as possible. The annual dinner 
will be on 23rd November as the Masonic hall was already booked for another event in early Decem-
ber.  
I have booked the first weekend in December for 2020 and 2021 so normal service will be resumed.  
Thank you for all the raffle prizes you have donated and the raffle tickets you have bought to win 
them back which all helps towards funding the Annual Dinner.  
 
13 The Election of Officers for the ensuing year.  
The following members of the retiring committee are offering themselves for re-election.  
Colin Coe (Commodore)  
Jim Hutcheson (Rear Commodore)  
Peter Reeve (Hon. Treasurer)  
Peter Hytch (Hon. Moorings Officer)  
Helen Hutcheson (Social Secretary)  
As these officers were unopposed they were voted en bloc.  
Proposed: Ian Seath Seconded: Val Buck  
Carried unanimously  
The Election of Hon. Secretary  
There have been no nominations for the post of Hon. Secretary.  
The Election of Vice Commodore  
Greg Tripp. Proposed: Colin Coe Seconded: Paul Cross  
Paul Sheader. Prososed: Jeremy Harrison Seconded: Richard Jordan  
There was a ballot and Greg Tripp was duly elected  
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14 The Election of five Committee members  
The following Committee members have offered themselves for re-election:  
Paul Gray, Michael Sparrow and David Sherwood.  
There have been a further two nominations:  
Jeremy Rake . Proposed: James Hutcheson Seconded: Peter Hytch  Ian Seath. Proposed: Jeremy 
Harrison Seconded: Richard Jordan  
As these nominations were unopposed, they were voted en bloc.  
Proposed: Paul Cross Seconded: Angie Eyles carried unanimously  
 
 
Appointment of Hon. Verifier for the ensuing year 
 
David Spashett is prepared to stand for another year.  
Proposal: that David Spashett be appointed as the Club verifier  
Proposed: Peter Reeve Seconded: Jane Reeve carried unanimously  
 
16 Committee Proposals  
16.1 Presentation of the LCC Code of Conduct & Complaints Policy - requested by the 2018 AGM.  
Ian Seath set out the necessity having this Policy to give specific guidance to members on the con-
duct expected by the Club and how to address any disputes within the Club’s Rules & Constitution 
through a legitimised non-confrontational structure. Before writing the Code, a comprehensive 
survey was undertaken within the Club to establish members concerns. In addition to a panel, se-
lected from a cross section of members, a survey was sent out to the whole membership seeking 
their opinion. All this feedback and information was collated and formed the basis of the Policy. Ian 
took the AGM through the results of the survey in some detail and fielded questions. During the 
course of the discussions it was agreed that item 17 was superfluous and it was removed from the 
document before the vote.  
 
Code of Conduct and Complaint Policy for LCC members and visitors  
Overview and introduction At the AGM of March 2018, members voted overwhelmingly for the 
introduction of a Code of Conduct for LCC members and visitors.  
1. This code is not part of the rules or constitution of the club. It is for the guidance of members and 
should be read in conjunction with the rules and constitution.  
2. Members, including management committee members and visitors, are expected to be guided by 
the principles outlined in this document.  
3. LCC welcomes membership applications regardless of ethnicity, physical characteristics, religious 
beliefs, age, gender identity or sexual orientation. The club values the principles of equality be-
tween members.  
4. If you are concerned about the behaviour of one or more club members you may, in the first 
instance, voice your concerns to the individual(s) concerned. If you are uncomfortable with this 
approach, you may prefer to talk to a member of the committee who will attempt to resolve the 
situation informally on your behalf. Members are entitled to raise a formal complaint through the 
LCC Complaints Process, details of which are in the Complaints Policy.  
 
 
 

 



 

What members can expect:  
5. All members have a right to their privacy, a right to be respected, and a right not to have to en-
dure inconsiderate conduct.  

6. As LCC members, we should treat each other as we would wish to be treated ourselves; with 
courtesy, respect, fairness, and integrity.  

7. Members should be willing to help other members, and the club, in whatever capacity they are 
able. This may not necessarily be physical or manual work.  
8. Abusive language, swearing, intimidation, bullying, offensive or aggressive behaviour is complete-
ly unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  

9. Members should avoid any personal, financial or other interests that may compromise their abil-
ity to deal with other members in an even-handed and unbiassed way.  

10. Management Committee members are expected to model the behaviours defined in this code. 
They occupy positions of responsibility and other members look up to them.  

11. Parents or carers are responsible for their children’s behaviour. All members should watch out 
for children’s safety, especially when on the pontoon.  

12. If RYA training sessions are held on club premises all instructors should be RYA-certificated and 
must abide by the RYA Code of Conduct for instructors. If working with children or adults at risk, 
such instructors must comply with RYA safeguarding requirements. As part of this they must be in 
possession of a recent Enhanced DBS check certificate and identification whilst on club premises. 
RYA documents are available at http://www.rya.org.uk/Pages/Home.aspx  

 
13. Members who disproportionately use club resources should consider making an equitable good-
will contribution to the club to help cover any additional costs. For example, members should not 
have to subsidise the disproportionate cost of power used by those living aboard for extended peri-
ods, or those using electrical utilities or mains heating extensively over the winter.  
 
Differently-abled members  
14. LCC takes the principles of equality seriously.  

15. One reason that the club thrives is because members freely give of their time, expertise and 
effort to undertake improvements, maintenance work, and administration. All members are ex-
pected to make contributions to the club in this way. The alternative is that external contractors are 
employed with a consequent rise in costs and fees.  

16. Any member who feels that they are restricted in the type of work that they are able to under-
take safely may approach, in confidence, a member of the committee who will undertake to make 
appropriate arrangements if necessary.  
 
Protocols for all LCC meetings  
17. The LCC Commodore has been elected by a democratic process, and part of that job is to chair 
meetings. Chairing a meeting effectively is not easy, and the Chair deserves the respect of members 
while in this role. Effective and purposeful meetings are necessary for an effective organisation, and 
certain protocols should be maintained.  

18. All remarks, questions or responses should be addressed though the Chair, who controls the 
meeting. A member wishing to contribute should make this clear to the Chair by raising a hand ra-
ther than interrupting. All those who wish to contribute should be able to do so.  

19. It is the Chair’s responsibility to ensure that discussion flows smoothly, not permitting one or 
two people to dominate the meeting. Members should not talk over each other in meetings.  

 
20. The Chair should ensure that meetings run to time. The Chair may close the discussion on a par-
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ticular topic to achieve this if necessary.  

21. Members should aim to reach a consensus. If this is not possible, the Chair is at liberty to ask that 
a vote is taken.  

22. Crucially, in any meeting, all members should accept the majority decision even if they disagree 
with it. This is fundamental to the democratic principles of the club.  

23. Common courtesy is expected in all club meetings. This means keeping an open mind, listening  
to the opinions of others no matter how much you disagree with them, avoiding dominating the 
proceedings, and avoiding discourteous side conversations. Reasoned disagreement is a necessary 
part of a democratic club; open conflict in meetings is not.  
 
Email Etiquette  
24. Members should be familiar with the GDPR data protection regulations that came into effect on 
25 May 2018. LCC has published guidance on this.  

25. A few points on email use are worth noting;  

26. Avoid Bold, red, underlined and above all CAPITALS. They look like you are shouting.  

27. Once sent, emails cannot be retrieved; think twice, click once.  

28. Reply/CC/Bcc. Think carefully before pressing the ‘reply all’ button. You may be sending your 
email to 150- odd recipients. Even if it looks like you may be the only recipient, there may be many 
Blind Copies (bcc) – they will also get your reply.  

29. Use bcc to protect email addresses if sending to multiple recipients.  
 
Representing LCC  
30. All members are ambassadors for the club. Any allegation of a member bringing the club into 
disrepute will be taken very seriously and may be investigated by the committee or delegated per-
son(s).  

31. Members are entitled to expect that when members represent the club at external events, for 
example meetings held on another club’s premises, they conduct themselves with courtesy and with 
dignity.  
Complaints Policy and Procedures  
1. If you have an issue with a club member, Committee member or the Committee as a whole the 
following procedures are recommended.  
2. An issue with a club member;  
3. Pause and consider if the issue really warrants a complaint.  
4. Discuss the issue with an independent club member with whom you feel happy to confide.  
5. Have an informal chat with a Committee member.  
6. If you wish to proceed, write to the Committee outlining the issue with the member in question 
(see Constitution 3.10).  
7. Allow the Committee to take appropriate action in line with the Club’s Constitution and Rules (in 
particular Constitution 3.8 & 3.9).  
8. A problem with a Committee member;  
9. Pause and consider if the issue really warrants a complaint.  
10. Discuss the issue with a senior Committee member or flag officer.  
11. If you wish to proceed, write to the Committee outlining the issue with the Committee member 
in question (see Constitution 3.10) 
12. Allow the Committee to take appropriate action in line with the Club’s Constitution and Rules 
(Constitution 3.8 & 3.9).  
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
13. If you are not satisfied with the Committee’s action you have two further options a. Take the issue 
to independent mediation (see Constitution 10.2)  
b. Call a Special General Meeting (see Constitution 7.11.)  
14. A problem with the Committee;  
15. Take the issue to independent mediation (see Constitution 10.2)  
16. Call a Special General Meeting (see Constitution 7.11.)  
17. It is important to distinguish between matters which may and may not be considered as complaints. 
The following are examples which might not be considered as appropriate to the complaints process; a. 
Simply disagreeing with a decision made within the normal protocols of the club, and that clearly lies 
within the scope of the rules or the operational remit of the committee.  
b. Disagreeing with the outcome of a vote undertaken by the proper process.  
c. Disagreeing with a mooring placement made by the Moorings Officer according to the guidance of 
the rules and license allowed to that post.  
18. If you are not content with the final outcome it is suggested you consider whether to relinquish 
your club membership. Verified by MC date; 14 June 2018  
Version 1.0, for review Nov 2020  
Proposal:  
‘that the LCC Code of Conduct & Complaints Policy, as presented to this AGM, be adopted.‘  
Proposed: The Management Committee Seconded: Vic Churchill carried unanimously  
17 Members’ Proposals  
None  
 
18 The Commodore’s closing address  
As we come to the end of this evening, I believe the Cruising Club has had a good year as you will have 
heard from the Officer reports. I would like to thank you all for the support and encouragement that I 
received following my first tumultuous year at the helm. This year has been so much more of a pleas-
ure and I would like to thank my colleagues on Committee, especially the ones who are standing down 
and wish the new committee all the very best and hope that you will enjoy helping to make this Club 
the great one that it is.  
We must continue to monitor the situation with The Third Crossing and Southwold Harbour. The Club 
as you will have heard from Peter, our Honorary Treasurer, is fortunate to be in a very healthy financial 
position but we must keep a very close eye on the unexpected. I have already mentioned in my address 
our priorities for the next few years.  
Security is something I am pedantic about and I feel that the Club is better protected with our new 
access and CCTV system but it is the responsibility of each and everyone of you to be vigilant. Never be 
complacent and think that somebody else has closed the gates to the compound. That car the com-
pound may belong to someone who has gone off sailing for a month, likewise the one on the foreshore 
may not even belong to a Club member. 
Tomorrow we have the fitting out Supper at the Sparrow’s Nest 7 for 7.30pm so I hope to see you all 
there. If you haven’t already booked in please see Helen afterwards. 
With your permission I will now close this meeting and wish you all a safe journey home. 
 
 
Colin Coe the Commodore closed the meeting at 2055hrs. 
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SPOT THE DELIBERATE ERRORS                                  
HOW NOT TO USE THE SLIPWAY 

 

Some of you will know that I was asked to deliver the theory part of the Slip, 
Winch and Mast Crane training. As a Biologist, I thought that it would be right up 
my street and so I agreed, although I still do not know what a ‘brother’ is. Or why a 
strop isn’t called a strap, which would be much more sensible. 
Anyway, having delivered my first session I decided to arrange for my boat to be 
slipped and pressure washed and to make as many deliberate mistakes as I could 
so that it could be used as a training aid.   
Unfortunately, a passing club member snapped this pic which has now been wide-
ly distributed amongst club members. This was always the intention of course. 
See how many deliberate errors you can spot!  Answers overleaf.  
 

 

 



 

 

1  Its blowing a hoolie. Not recommended. 

2  Complete lack of situational awareness. Operator is unaware of his imminent 
drowning as the tide rises to cataclysmic heights. 

3   As (2) above. Note that the pressure washer is tied to the guard rail. This is 
because the operator’s first washer fell into the water and blew up, cutting off club 
power. The operator has used his initiative and is now using the club washer. 
However, he is blissfully unaware that when it falls off again the subsequent elec-
trical short will fry his gonads which are now underwater  
 

4 As (2) above. Hypothermia is setting in to the lower part of the operator’s  body. 
He is slowly drifting into unconsciousness. His wellies are embedded    in about 6 
inches of gloop making escape impossible. Only the intervention of a passer-by 
will rescue him.     
  

 5 Quite a lot wrong here. The whole boat is too far back on the trolley, an in fact 
the keels are hanging off the back. This doesn’t matter however because the boat 
is about to float off. Also, a significant part of the keels is underwater making   
pressure washing rather pointless, although it does make lots of pretty bubbles if 
you try. The ladder is also about to fall down in the wind and float off, probably 
braining our hapless operator in the process. 
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6.Any attempt at pressure-washing between the keels will result in certain drown-
ing as our operator struggles bravely to extricate himself from the tangle of hoses, 
cables and the trolley which cannot now be seen. It will be rather like the scene in 
Titanic where Leonardo di Caprio comes up for his last breath only to disappear 
into the abyss. 
 
7Note washer mains lead helpfully blowing around in the gale and then diving  un-
derwater. 
 
8.Barriers. In these conditions its essential that any driver realises the folly of try-
ing to drive past the slip. One barrier has blown off and was last seen passing 
Brooke Marine, the other is caught in the process of blowing over. 
 
So – how many did you get? If you got all 8 let me know and you can take over 
some of the training! 
 

Ian Seath  
 



 

DESERT ISLAND DOWNLOADS 

If I were stranded on a desert island, as long as I had my lippy 
(lipstick) in my pocket and the two of the greatest pleasures of 
my life I think I could survive. Music and reading have given me 
immense pleasure over the years. From learning to play the 
recorder and violin at school to watching live bands at the fa-
mous Links Pavilion in Cromer to losing myself in a book and 
completing a BA in English Literature at the age of 45, these 
loves have always been my solace. 

Two pieces of classical music come to mind.. 

1. Nessun Dorma by Andrea Bocelli (1996) makes me choked up every time I hear 
him sing it. 

2. Edward Elgar’s Pomp and Circumstance. Watching the Last Night of the Proms 
always makes me wish I could be there for the atmosphere alone. 

3. Love Divine - one of the hymns sung at our wedding 43 years ago and sung 
many times since, more recently at the royal wedding, always beautiful to hear. 

4. A Whiter Shade of Pale by Procal Harum recorded in 1967 and we both refer to it 
regularly. 

5. Jerusalem - written originally as a poem by William Blake in 1804 but music was 
added in 1916 by Hubert Parry during WW1 to lift the gloom of war. I have always 
loved this hymn and it will be sung when I depart this life. 

6. Robert Palmer - She makes my Day, made a hit in 1988. Lovely words. 

7. Ben Montague - Haunted recorded in 2010 with beautiful words. 
 

8. Beach Boys - California Girls recorded in 1965, My very young years. 

9. David Bowie - Ashes to Ashes 1980. I have a collection of everything that David 
Bowie ever recorded but this one remains my favourite. 
 
10. Tina Turner - What’s love got to do with it? Colin and I saw Tina perform live 
and have never forgotten the sheer impact she had on those present that night. 
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11. Stevie Wonder - I just called to say I love you. For 34 years Colin worked 2 
nights a week when he made a point of phoning me without fail to say those words. 

 
12. UB40 - Red Red Wine - one of my favourite drinks and I love the lyrics. 
 
BOOKS 
1. The Bible—often referred to when I need some reassurance on what life    

throws at me. 
2. JK Rowling– have read and reread all the Harry Potter books. Reading   be-

side the pool in the Canary Islands, easy to lose yourself in this light hearted read-
ing. 

3. Current read—This is going to hurt - Secret Diaries of a Junior Doctor by Ad-
am Kay. So funny but after 36 years spent in nursing I can appreciate the humour 
behind this book. 

 

Chris Coe. 

 
NEW MEMBERS   ( Paul Johnston & Deborah Connolly) 
 
 
We joined in November shortly after Deborah moved to Lowestoft. Had an interest in 
boats for ever. Deb’s dad was a boat builder, and Paul grew up in Southsea with 
family dockyard connections. 
  
Deborah is currently studying for a degree at UEA Norwich and Paul is still running 
his business in Newmarket full-time, which does limit availability. 
  
Paul recently bought Nasiim II and has been busy getting her ready for the new sea-
son. Very much looking forward to becoming active members. The reason for joining 
was to hopefully gain knowledge from the many experienced members and make 
new friends. Looking to embark on serious cruising after gaining the necessary 
skills! Think we will upgrade the boat for this as well – but you never know! 
  
Look forward to meeting you all in due course! 
  
Paul and Deb. 

 
 
 
  
 



 

HAGGIS HISTORY 

 
 Oh, Haggis, Oh Haggis you one-legged beast 
You live in the north but you came from the east, 
It was great-uncle Parker in the reign of queen 
Bess 
Who caught the first haggis off Benacre Ness 
But a diet of oysters and Suffolk seaweed 
Is no good for a Haggis that’s looking to breed 
So a fresh, line caught Haggis was put in a box 
And sent up to Scotland to live with the Jocks 
Now up in the mountains, high where the crag is 
The hills are alive with Lowestoft Haggis, 
And folk gather round as the evenings get darker 
To drink a wee dram, TO THE HAGGIS, … and Parker. 
 
John Warwick   
 

 

 

 

* Competitive brokerage rates and storage packages  
* Experienced staff specialising in marine brokerage, both power and sail. 
* Modern, professional sales office situated at  
* Tidemill Yacht Harbour, Woodbridge. 
* Extensive advertising on leading brokerage websites 
* Discounted brokerage rate for Cruising Club Members  

Howard Ford Marine Sales will be pleased to discuss your requirements.  We 
cover the whole of the East Coast specialising in the Lowestoft to Woodbridge 
areas and offer a percentage reduction on our published rates for Lowestoft 
Cruising Club Members. 

 
Tidemill Yacht Harbour ▪ Tidemill Way ▪ Woodbridge ▪ Suffolk ▪ IP12 1BP  

Tel: 01394 385577 ▪ Email: howard@howardfordmarinesales.co  
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WORDS & PHRASES 
 
Some words and phrases just  suddenly seem to appear in our language. I recall 
some years ago trying to find a mutually convenient space in our diaries with a work 
colleague. He came out with, “I’ve got a window on Tuesday.” I had absolutely no 
idea what he was on about.  More recently the word ‘hub’ has come to the fore.  
Also the phrase ‘fit for purpose ‘ spills from the lips of politicians and very quickly 
one can’t remember what we used before the new word or phrase came into being. 
 
I look at the boat. That over-long look, that lingering look that Linda calls my ‘boat 
gloat’. Is Carina  fit  for purpose?  Really strong Swedish hull, long keel, spars are 
good with quite new standing rigging. Sails OK, Reliable Beta 28, no leaks (well one 
very small one), spot on accommodation for the two of us. Instruments and safety 
stuff? Yeah, I reckon our boat is fit for purpose. 
 
In the distant past I have owned cars and a van that perhaps did not come up to 
scratch, but with three year MOT regulations the car is OK. The house we live in 
meets all the building regulations. That really just leaves me. Am I fit for purpose? 
 
What an interesting philosophical question…….. 
                                                                                                                       Editor 
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LCC PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 2019 
 

 
 
AWARD OF THE HARBOUR MASTERS TROPHY 
This Trophy is awarded annually for the best photograph submitted for the 
year. 
 
GUIDELINES 

Limit of 5 entries per membership 
Please name your photograph  
Please send as an attachment using jpeg format if possible 
Please do not include your name or anything that can identify you or your 

boat on the photograph 
 

Your entry will be judged anonymously by the previous years winner. 
Please send your photographs in to the Hon Secretary by email to secre-
tary@lowestoftcruisingclub.co.uk  
  
The closing date is the end of September when the Secretary will send all 
entries anonymously to the 2018 winner of the Trophy to be judged. 
NB - Members should be aware that all entries after the winner is announced 
will be published on the Club website. The winning photograph will be included 
in the Spring edition of UnderWay. 
 
 
Colin Coe 



 

HARBOUR MASTER’S TROPHY WINNER 

“Dutch reflections” 
Val Buck & Alex Lancashire 
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TRIBUTE TO RICHARD 
TOTTIE 
 
29th January was a very sad day 
when we said farewell to Richard 
Tottie. He was a very popular ex 
policeman who served in the Cam-
bridgeshire and Norfolk police force 
consequently he had lots of work 
colleague and friends from the force 
more than 300 friends and family 
attended his funeral.  
 
Richard joined our club in 1998 and participated in many of the development pro-
jects he was a very happy friendly person. Members who knew Richard will remem-
ber he had a great sense of humour and always had a smile on his face . He was a 
very keen and confident sailor and over the years we sailed many miles together. 
He owned several sailing and motor boats during his time at our club. 
  
Unfortunately Richard was diagnosed with a brain tumour in 2009 and underwent 
surgery at Addenbrooks hospital Cambridge sadly the tumour turned out to be    
malignant but Richard was not prepared to give in and he fought his was back to 
fitness and enjoyed his life, getting back into boating with his new boat ‘Friendly 
Spirit’, further surgery was required in 2013 and again he had to manage the     
massive fight back to fitness. He had to sell his boat but thankfully he regained his 
health and we purchased our boat ‘Lampuki’ as a project to restore, we both       
enjoyed the work involved in restoring the boat.  
Unfortunately a couple of years down the road and poor Richards health started to 
deteriorate once again and he found the work commitment on our boat a bit more 
than he could cope with so had to take it easy.  I guess many members  on the 
mooring will remember us best sitting on the foredeck drinking coffee and socialis-
ing and people watching. 
 
Richard was readmitted to Addenbrooks hospital in August 2017 to undergo further 
surgery. This was successful and the surgeon managed to remove approximately 
90% of the tumour!  He recovered very well from this surgery at Cambridge and was 
soon making positive progress so he could be transferred back to the James 
Padgett hospital.  Unfortunately  he suffered a number of set backs during this stage 
of his recovery but he refused to give up and always remained positive and believed 
that one day he would return to his home.  This strength and determination to suc-
ceed was a true inspiration to our family and friends, he managed his terrible ordeal 
with courage and dignity right up until he passed away on 11th January 2019. 
I am so proud to have had Richard as my brother he was also my best friend; I will 
miss him so much. 

 
Nick Tottie. 

 



 

THE CONFESSIONAL 

 
The doors to the confessional box never close and absolution awaits the penitent. 
Please send your guilty secrets into the usual address. In this edition Paul       
introduces us to The Club Bore. 
 
His name was Ralph, (he pronounced it Raffe) and was the typical club bore.  
Sitting at his stool in the corner of his bar, drinking pints from his personal        
engraved pewter mug.  Extolling loudly on all manners of things, his knowledge 
apparently knew no bounds.  He could expound with certain knowledge on any 
and every subject, which got brought up within his earshot.  He had answers for 
all the worldly woes and was the ubiquitous universal expert.  His loud voice   
contradicted his diminutive frame plus he was the scourge of us junior members 
of the club.  Comments such as it weren’t like it in my day or they should be seen 
and not heard were rife.   
 
He was a middle aged, bald, with little sartorial elegance and a schoolmaster by 
profession, although he clearly hated the younger members of society with a 
vengeance.  This didn’t however, for a few bob, prevent him from enlisting their 
help to carry out the annual maintenance chores on his once pretty Kestrel class 
clinker built yacht.  An annual maintenance which never quite got finished, as a 
result the boat, after many years in his ownership, was in a rather tired state. 
 
Then out of the blue the momentous announcement that he was getting married.  
He put a down payment on a small bungalow on one of the new housing estatesin 
Ipswich He was intending to hold his reception at the yacht club and honeymoon 
on board the Kestrel. 
 
To the junior members this was our opportunity, it opened all manners of ways to 
exact revenge on him and we finally came up with a game plan of three separate 
ways in which we could turn the tables.  The first and second were scheduled for 
the great day, when we volunteered to assist and get his boat ready.  Dressing it 
overall we managed, with judicial, use of substitute and signal flags borrowed 
from the club’s set, to proclaim that “Ralphs a !!!!” plus as many bad words as we 
could muster from the characters available.  We learnt afterwards, to our horror 
(but amusement) that a framed 10” by 8” colour photograph proudly hung in his 
staff common room for all to see, but presumably couldn’t read. 
 
At the same time this was being perpetrated, another group armed with razor 
blades and great quantities of steam removed the paper labels from a good many 
of the vegetable and fruit cans that he had thoughtfully stocked the boat with.  
These labels were then randomly stuck back on onto different cans, thereby     
producing an intriguing culinary concoction when opened.  Word had it that he 
dispatched a blistering letter to the suppliers of the canned goods, but we never 
knew for sure. 
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The third assault was saved for his bungalow, the front garden of which had been 
sewn for a lawn.  Whilst he was away we carefully planted various vegetable seeds.  
To spell out, with carrots, turnips, beetroot and potatoes, sentiments similar to those 
of the flags.  Unfortunately, this scheme didn’t work quite as well as we had antici-
pated. When they appeared they were either plucked out as weeds or mown down 
when grass had its first cutting.  However, we decided that with a knowing and   
discerning eye we could still make out some of the words!   
 
So with this confession, do I repent, do I belatedly ask for his forgiveness, do   I 
request absolution, do I hell. 
 

Paul Gray 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                      

UNDER WAY QUIZ NO. 4 
 

The following songs have something to do with the weather. Who sang the        
originals? 

 
1 Love Is Like A Heatwave  (1963) 
2 A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall  (1963) 
3 April Showers   (1921) 
4 Bring Me Sunshine  (1968) 
5 Cryin’ In The Rain  (1961) 
6 Purple Rain   (1984) 
7 Singing In The Rain   (1952) 
8 Storms   (1980) 
9 Thunder Road   (1975) 
10 Wild Is The Wind   (1976) 
 
You will notice that the compiler of the quiz has not included one song from the cur-
rent century. If there are members whose music education didn’t stop in the 80s 
and would like to put together a musical quiz, please send it in to the usual address. 
 
Ed. 

 
SLUSH FUND 
Originated in the navy during the 16th and 17th centuries. The fat from the meat 
was rendered down by the cooks and stored in a slush barrel. Once in port the   
barrel was sold and the proceeds, known as the slush fund  were shared by the 
crew. 

Ed. 
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TROPHY WINNERS 2018  
PRESENTED AT THE ANNUAL CLUB DINNER 
 

AWARDS TO RETIRING OFFICERS were given to the following for the commit-
ment and hard work they gave to their roles, the Club and the membership:- 
Rear Commodore 2016 - 2017 Jeff Glass – Tankard 
Social Secretary 2016 – 2017 Andrea Bennett – Engraved Pen 
Special mention was given to the Stand In Committee minute secretaries:- Pete 
George, Paul Gray, Jude Towns and Andy Morgan. 
 
 
COMMODORES CUP – DAVID BENNETT 
This cup is awarded by the Commodore to a member who has made a nota-
ble contribution to the running or well being of the Club.  
This year was a particularly difficult decision for me as we are so fortunate to have 
members who contribute so much behind the scenes. It could have gone to the 
Gatehouse Team who have done a fantastic job of getting that project finished. We 
also have two past Commodores who have represented our Club for the Third 
Crossing negotiations. This year I have awarded the Commodores Cup to a mem-
ber who has been in my shoes so he knows the demands of the position expected 
as Commodore of Lowestoft Cruising Club. He has been an absolute godsend to 
the Committee this year. On hearing that the proposed Third Crossing in Lowestoft 
had the go ahead and that representation was required on the local Navigation 
Group, and knowing too that I could not commit to cover all the demands of repre-
senting LCC, he came forward offering his services. He has read every single doc-
ument – all 200 of them, liaised with the RYA and put together an application as an 
interested party. He has thrown himself tirelessly into representing the Club at all 
levels so I cannot think of a more worthy recipient for the Commodores Cup this 
year than  David Bennett. 
 
 
INDRED TROPHY – GREG AND CHRISTINE TRIPP 
This trophy was originally a racing trophy for the passage from Oulton Broad 
to Beccles.  
Now the summer barbecue is in the marquee the award has changed to the Spring 
Shakedown Cruise which this year was the first boat to arrive at Southwold and 
goes to the crew of Yacht FireFly. 
 
 
SERENITY PLATE – PHIL BETTS  
This award is given to a person or couple for fulfilling a special cruising   
effort or achievement. 
The award this year goes to the person who single handedly went to the Baltic. His 
full account can be found on the Club website by Phil on Yacht Tainui. 



 

 
 
BEXFIELD AWARD – CARL BUCK 
This award is given by the Editor of UnderWay for what he thinks has been a 
most worthy contribution to our Club magazine. 
Colin Arnold writes …..Sorting out possible recipients of the Bexfield Cup is always 
difficult. So many contributors to UnderWay turn their hands and pens to any     
subject I throw at them - accounts of voyages, technical stuff, social functions,   
confessions, profiles, and off the wall writing that makes us laugh. It could be any of 
you but my choice for 2018 is someone that I have never met, probably because he 
and his wife are too busy sailing. This member has been sending in reports of his 
adventures for several years and entertaining us with his detailed voyages, his ren-
ovations of old boats, his alterations of newer ones and advice on where to get the 
best coffee from Brest to the Elbe. His photographs are always of the “wish I was 
there variety” The Bexfield Cup this year is awarded to Carl Buck, skipper of Miss 
Trina. 
 
 
Mc ARTHUR TROPHY – AVERIL HYTCH 
This trophy is awarded by the Club for a ladies Cruising achievement. 
This award is for her cruise from the Thames at the helm and is awarded to Averil 
Hytch on Yacht Sea Sense. 
 
 
ROVING SEAS RALLY CUP – JEREMY HARRISON 
This cup is awarded for a notable sailing voyage. 
This member left LCC early in July and returned late august covering 3000nm and 
visited the Baltic and Sweden. The award is presented to Jeremy Harrison, skipper 
of Yacht Brightstar. 
 
 
CHALLENGE CUP – VAL BUCK AND ALEX LANCASHIRE 
This cup is awarded for a small boat achievement. 
This year the Committee have decided to award it to the couple who took their 
Yacht to Holland for the first time. The award is presented to Val Buck and Alex 
Lancashire. 
 
HARBOUR MASTERS TROPHY – VAL BUCK AND ALEX LANCASHIRE 
This award is given to the best photograph submitted for the year. It was 
judged by last years winner Jed Stone. Jed writes ……after a great deal of pon-
dering I finally decided on the winner. Although no great expert in these matters, I 
felt that I should be looking for something which typified what LCC really stood for, 
and whilst remaining entirely easy on the eye. It was far from an easy choice with a 
high standard from all entrants. I have decided to award the trophy this year to 
“Dutch Reflections” which was submitted by Val Buck and Alex Lancashire. 
All entries can be viewed on the photographic board in the Club Room. 

Colin Coe 
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TRIBUTE TO PENNY MACK   

 
 
Penny was born in Derby on the 7th March 1956. Christened 
Mary Ann Harris she was delivered by a Dr Penny - her  
father called her Penny thereafter.  
 
Penny’s father was in the air force, a spitfire pilot who met 
her mum in Malta, and as is the case with many service per-
sonnel, the family moved around from station to station   
before finally settling in Wales on a dairy farm. Years later I 
was to discover that she spoke fluent Welsh - we had been 
performing in an Irish Theme Pub in Munich when a section 
of the audience thought that we were playing rebel songs. 
Penny calmed the situation by singing the Welsh National 
Anthem.....she had that calming ability.  
                                                                                                        7/3/56  - 31/1/19 

 
A compulsory purchase by the coal board led to the family moving yet again and a 
change of schooling from Wales to a local school here, Sir John Leman. Pen would 
talk of these moves, of her favourite places - always with a sparkle in her eyes as 
she recalled happy memories of going to school in Wales and of her love of Pad-
stow....particularly the harbour. Last year on a trip down the Grand Union Canal to 
Stoke Bruerne we moored behind a trading boat – an artist. There on display was a 
painting of Padstow Harbour just as she remembered it – her joy was plain to see 
and it now hangs proudly on the wall in Court Jester, our narrowboat.  
Penny was very creative herself – making cards, books, boxes, bookmarks.... a 
whole range of craft items under her Lighthouse brand, and displayed her creations 
at the Christian Bookshop in Lowestoft and Fancy Cakes in Oulton Broad. I’m sure 
that many club members will have received greeting cards from Penny to celebrate 
particular events in their lives.....she cared so much about other people and it al-
ways amazed me how she remembered everyone’s special days. 
Penny made a positive impact wherever she went and whatever she did she did it 
properly. Thoughtful, kind and caring, she was a welcome addition to the Additional 
Support Team at Lowestoft College where she also worked as an exam invigilator. 

Penny was a talented singer, songwriter and multi-instrumentalist. Her musical  
career began in 1970 with a very old guitar and a Bert Weedon “Play in a Day” 
book. Many will know that combination well! Bored with playing Bobby Shafto, Pen-
ny decided to celebrate her pending confirmation by putting Psalm 1 to music!  
Having played her composition at the local church, the requests for her to play at 
other churches began tumbling in and her musical adventure had begun! 
Penny joined Falstaff, a popular folk group based in Beccles, and when they dis-
banded, teamed up with their bass player, playing at folk clubs, for local charities 
and other events. Penny’s faith kept her playing and working in churches. She 
wrote and performed contemporary Christian music, both as a solo artist and with 
other likeminded musicians.  
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 

In May 1992 Penny decided to focus on writing and recording rather than per-
forming, and to that end brought one of her own songs to the Seagull Recording 
Studio in Lowestoft. I was also there that day and helped her to record it. Working 
together on Penny’s first recording triggered not only a musical partnership but 

also our own partnership – it was love at first sight and that day our lives changed 
for ever. We got married on Christmas Eve that year and Penny moved in with 
her three wonderful children – Jonathan, David and Megan who we have 
watched grow and.....have given us so much pleasure  over the years – so very 
proud of who they have become. Penny loved her family, her children, her lovely 

mum, her extended family - she never ever stopped talking and worrying about 
them all.  

Not long after we married Penny joined myself and a fellow singer-songwriter on 
a German tour. She proved to be great success and on our return to England we 
decided to work as a duo – our very first performance as a duo was on 2nd Febru-
ary 1994 at Swan House. We couldn’t have anticipated what followed – almost 
2000 appearances at pubs, clubs and festivals across the UK and several tours 
of mainland Europe. Penny wrote so many beautiful songs - several of which 
have been covered by other artists. 
 
Penny had an enthusiasm for life and decided that it would be a good idea if we 
learnt to sail. Being a non-swimmer I wasn’t convinced at first but her enthusiasm 
won me over. We had some lessons on Oulton Broad before launching an old 
sailing dinghy complete with car battery and electric motor into the sea off Pake-
field beach. Many of our neighbours came to wave...we were blissfully unaware 
that they had come to wave goodbye. Too late, the sailing bug had got me too 
and having seen a proper boat that I liked I bought it for Penny as a birthday pre-
sent........she did query my motives as this was in October. 
 
Penny was adventurous and in February 2000 upon visiting friends who lived on 
their boat in Holland, and took us down the North Sea Canal at night....we 
hugged each other, she was good at hugs, and decided “we could do this”! On 
arriving home we put our house on the market – within 4 days we had a buyer 
and our liveaboard sailing career had begun...she could make anywhere a home! 
 We joined Lowestoft Cruising Club and spent many happy years cruising - 
sometimes on our own but mostly in company with other members. It was such a 
lovely place to be and we made such good friends – she loved to be by the     
water.   
Undaunted by Polly Anne sadly succumbing to delamination, we elected to stay 
afloat and purchased our second liveaboard boat Meltemi in December 2002.  
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Penny was always kind and generous – whilst ashore at Fox’s Marina in Ipswich 

that Christmas, waiting for a new saildrive,  she noticed an elderly man walking 
around the marina. He was on his own..... but not for long...she sent me to get 
him. Penny invited him on board and insisted that he shared Christmas and Box-
ing Day with us.  

Penny could be quite spontaneous and in October 2015 whilst off in the mo-
torhome we stopped for a coffee at a café at Whilton Marina on the Grand Union 
Canal and the next adventure began..........we bought a narrowboat and decided 
to come inland. Penny quickly became as much a part of Daventry and narrow-
boat life as she had previously in Lowestoft. Kind, thoughtful, helpful, fun-loving 

and generous -  she brought joy to all those she met. 

Her illness seemed to overtake both of us so quickly – we couldn’t get around to 
accepting/believing what was happening. The morning of her first, and what 
turned out to be her only chemotherapy session, found us in a recording studio 
in Northampton with some old audio tapes and the intention of releasing another 
CD with previously recorded but as yet unpublished material....including the 
song we recorded on the first day we met. 
 
Penny was so brave throughout her time in hospital - so polite and grateful to the 
nurses, always with a smile. She made it easy for everybody, even when the 
pain was scarcely bearable – realising what was happening to her, yet never 
complaining. When she no longer had the strength to use a straw and we had to 
hold a beaker to her lips she still retained her sense of humour – as with a smile 
on her lips she asked for a square drink not a round one ....which we eventually 
worked out was Fanta and not one of the selection of fruit squashes. 
She was a wonderful wife and mother, she was my best friend. She was the 
most beautiful person I have ever met and the following quote was just meant to 
be found.  
 
She was beautiful, but not like those girls in the magazines. She was beautiful 
for the way she thought. She was beautiful for that sparkle in her eyes when she 
talked about something she loved. She was beautiful for her ability to make other 
people smile even when she was sad. No, she wasn’t beautiful for something as 
temporary as her looks. She was beautiful, deep down to her soul. 
Penny was taken from us too early. I know she tried her best to stay and feel so 
privileged that she chose to spend a wonderful 27 years with me.     

Stuart 
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WAVENEY NEMESIS IN “CORNISH CHOUGH” 
 
 
Reading Paul Gray’s article “Not one but two nemesis (or is it nemesi) in the    
Autumn 2018 Under Way about his trials and tribulations with spinnakers remind-
ed me of a little incident we had several years ago. 
 
In the early 1980s after we had moved up to Beccles from Burnham-on –Crouch 
(I agree with Paul, the Crouch is boring for cruising, but we enjoyed  racing our 
Squib on Wednesday evenings. Then we bought our drop-keel Hunter Sonata. 
As members of the Beccles Amateur Sailing Club we entered the annual Three 
Bridges Race. We had a cruising chute in a snuffer in the same patriotic red, 
white and blue as Paul’s. About a mile down the River Waveney we enthusiasti-
cally put up the cruising chute. We would show the traditional broads cruiser how 
to win a race! 
 
The River Waveney is blessed with lots of trees in the reaches before you get 
near Burgh St. Peter. As we passed a large gap in the trees the chute filled and 
we broached towards the river bank. The river is not very wide! Just astern of us 
was a traditional broads yacht with a long bowsprit The skipper reacted quickly to 
the choice “Do I spear Cornish Chough (us) with my bowsprit (we were now 
broadside to him) or shall I head for the bank?” 
 
Thankfully for us and his bowsprit, he chose the river bank and the reeds. We 
recovered our course and sailed on! 
 
On the way back to Beccles we came across the broads yacht halfway up the 
bank with several more hours before the floodtide would float him off. Just 
Imagine the embarrassment of Cornish Chough’s skipper and crew—I still cringe 
at the memory. 
 
It was sometime before the broads yacht got back to Beccles and they missed the 
prize giving, drinks and food. Needless to say, neither of us won the Three bridg-
es Race! 
 

David Bennett  (Tambora) 
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TUNISIAN ORANGE CAKE               Lynda Morgan 
 
INGREDIENTS 
 
For the Cake 
 
50g slightly stale white breadcrumbs 
200g castor sugar 
100g ground almonds 
1 ½ teaspoon baking powder 
200ml sunflower oil 
4 eggs 
Finely grated zest of 1 unwaxed lemon 
Finely grated zest of 1 large unwaxed orange 
 
For the syrup 
 
Juice of 2 unwaxed oranges 
Juice of 1 unwaxed lemon 
Juice of 1 unwaxed lime 
75g caster sugar 
3 cloves 
2 star anise 
1 cinnamon stick 
 
METHOD 
Line the base of a 20cm diameter and 5 cm deep tin with greaseproof paper, then 
grease and flour the tin. 
Mix the breadcrumbs with the sugar, almonds and baking powder. 
Whisk the oil with the eggs, then pour into the dry ingredients and mix well. Add 
the orange and lemon zest. 
Pour the mixture into the tine, place in a COLD oven and turn on the heat to 
180C/350F.Gas Mark 4. 
Bake 45 – 50 minutes, until cake is golden brown. A skewer inserted in centre 
should come out clean. 
Allow to cool for a few minutes before turning out onto a plate. I usually turn out 
the cake upside down so that I have a nice flat top to the cake. 
 
For the citrus syrup,put all the ingredients into a saucepan and gently bring to boil, 
stirring until the sugar has completely dissolved. Simmer for about 3 minutes. Re-
move the cinnamon stick and cloves. I usually strain the syrup so that I don't get 
any bits on the top of the cake. 
 
While the cake is still warm, pierce it several times with a skewer, then spoon the 
hot syrup over the top of the cake, allowing it to soak in to the cake. Make sure you 
use all the syrup, and that you cover the cake right up to and over the edges. 
 
You can use the star anise and cinnamon stick as a decoration if you wish. 
Serve with Greek yoghurt. 



 

THE NEW PONTOON GATEHOUSE                    

                                                                                                                                  
 
The committee were divided as to the     
selection of a replacement Pontoon Gate-
house, others challenged the choice, but it 
was to go ahead anyway. 
  
An alloy and Perspex model was selected, 
you would have seen them in shopping 
malls (super markets) it was somewhere to 
ditch the shopping trolleys or somewhere to 
leave your bike. 
 
Being new to the club, I have little knowledge of what the previous methods of get-
ting onto the pontoons were. As a boy and much later I passed by the club many 
times on my bike, stopping to watch the rather precarious methods ‘sailors’ en-
dured, particularly at low tide when the bridge was at rather an acute angle. I would 
watch them struggling with a heavily laden trolley or other methods such as on 
their backs like a coalman carrying what, I was never sure of.  
 
The previous gate, being sprung loaded would require something to jam the gate 
open to allow them through, an elbow or foot would suffice, the menace was they 
would be directly onto the steep decent of the bridge with little control of the trolley, 
which would be gathering speed as they descended directly onto the pontoon at 
the bottom,   I’m sure there must have been cases of them getting out of control, 
sliding over the pontoon into the water.  No one ever admitted to it.                                                        
                                                                                                                                       
The installation crew of the new Gate House were Paul Gray as chief and electri-
cal, Alan Ramsden, material mods, Paul Cross and myself as the installation team. 

The new gate house arrived in lots of bits at the end of June and was dropped off 
at the west end of the compound in kit form, it came with very few instructions. The 
first couple of days were spent sorting out which bits went where, but we soon pro-
gressed and moved the components to their location. The trick was to keep the 
existing gate secure whilst installing the new one.  There were ground mods to be 
made, holes were dug and filled with concrete. Allowances had to be made for the 
new wire ducting etc; PG 
 
The house was to become a bit of a one off, lots of holes had to be drilled and bolts 
glued in with Alan’s special stuff.  Other mods required cutting and welding and re-
galvanising, once again courtesy of Alan to make them fit. We all continued with 
the assembly which required much conversation and discussion.  As time moved 
on it was obvious that Paul C and myself were an ideal team, having different abili-
ties and heights as a double act, we could reach the heights required and also the 
depths. A circus act at times when it came to working over the side to install the 
new ‘unwanted people’ deterrents (getting around the gate). An innovation by PG. 
was to use gash rigging wire acquired from our close rigging agent. It was admired 
by most, as it resembled the same method used on suspension bridges.  



 42 

There was a need to create a new supporting structure to harness the wires which 
were crafted from the remains of the old gate frames. Paul C & myself, installed 
the individual wires to the top and bottom lower struts. It was a precarious opera-
tion as  

there was a need to create a new supporting structure to harness the wires which 
were crafted from the remains of the old gate frames. Paul C & myself, installed 
the individual wires to the top and bottom lower struts. It was a precarious opera-
tion as the wires were far beyond arms reach, requiring another circus act by the 
pair of us, they all needed tensioning equally to ensure security. Upon completion 
our only method to test each one was to play each wire like a harp. Unfortunately 
we only managed to achieve a D flat.  

                                                                                                                           

But hey ho, we soldiered on and completed the installation of the Perspex roof and 
side walls, adding the new LCC welcome panels on the front and rear of the gate 
house. We continued to help with the electrical installation so Paul G could install 
his new toys. You can now keep the door open by magic, no need to shove your 
foot in the door whilst you push your trolley through, once you are in the gate 
house you have time to compose yourself before you hurtle down the ramp 
(bridge). 

There is now a safe where visitors can drop their payments in, a 
board for forth coming events and notes from members selling 
or wanting something.  There is also a memorial section for 
members gone by and of course a list of committee members, 
some with the responsibly to entertain us, and first aiders, to be 
identified on site.   

The project would not be complete without Mike Foster’s land-
scaping.   

                                                                                            
Greg Tripp 

 

BOOK REVIEW/RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
 
In each issue of Under Way a book is recommended. 
They are about boats, sailing, but this time there is a 
weather theme, the book recommended is 
The Cloud Spotter’s Guide  by Gavin Prestor-Pinney 
                                                                       Hodder & Stoughton.   2006 
Those of us who walk with eyes straight ahead or watching our feet and those who 
miss out on the beautiful, ever changing East Anglian skies and even those who 
study the areas above their heads and predict the weather will all find something 
new and surprising. Clouds are Nature’s poetry (so says the blurb)  and their con-
templation is good for the soul.— we should applaud their ephemeral beauty and 
proudly live with our heads in them.                                     Ed. 



 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
Hello beautiful people, My name is Danielle Sands I am a 
mental health nurse and my partner Mike Amis has a 
website design company.  
I have always loved boats, my parents had the Mississippi 
paddle steamer on the broads and always had motor 
boats, so most weekends were on the boat.  
 
Mike as a child spent lots of time sailing in an Enterprise 
at  Rutland water and racing Lasers at Kings Lynn. We now spent lots of our 
summer either swimming or paddle boarding.  
We are both lovers of boats, travel and socialising, so when my work colleague, 
Jam, talked about the Lowestoft Cruising Club I was very interested. I explained 
that our dream is to own a sail boat and maybe even live on it. Jam suggested 
that we could come along to the September hog roast and think about joining the 
club as crew, so we did. We met some beautiful people and heard amazing tales 
of  watery adventures and decided that we wanted to become crew. We are both  
sociable, hard working, fit and healthy professionals who are keen to get involved 
in the community and exchange our skills for the opportunity to have new experi-
ences, skills and adventures. So if we can help please get in touch on 
07719614701 or reach4thestars@sky.com. 

mailto:reach4thestars@sky.com


 44 

 2019 PROGRAMME 
 
 
DATE TIME EVENT 
 
February 
Fri. 22nd 1800hrs  Talk by Chris Marchant with Chinese Take-
away at Southwold Sailing Club 
Sun. 24th  1000hrs.  Winter Walk (Book with Helen Hutcheson) 
 
March 
Fri. 8th. 1900 for 1930hrs.  AGM @ RN&SYC 
Sat. 9th  1900 for 1930hrs.  Fitting Out Supper @ Sparrows Nest (Book 
with Helen Hutcheson) 
Sun. 17th  1000hrs.  AED Training (Book with Jeremy Rake) 
Sun. 31st  1000hrs.  Winch & Crane Training (Book on lccdata-
base71@gmail.com) 
 
April 
Sat. 13th  0830hrs.  Lift In Day 
Sun. 21st  0900 to 1800hrs.  RYA First Aid Course (Book with Jeremy 
Rake by 24th March latest please) 
Sat. 27th   0830hrs.  Fall back day for Lift In. 
Sun. 28th. 1000hrs.  CEVNI - RYA Certificate (Book with Andrew 
Rowley) 
 
May 
Sat. 4th  0945hrs bridge  Shakedown cruise to Southwold  (HW Swd 
1130hrs) 
   Saturday evening – Southwold Sailing Club 
– Chinese in bar 
OR   Sunday dinghies to White Hart for lunch 
Sat 4th   1430hrs bridge  Shakedown cruise to Yarmouth & the 
Broads (LW Gorleston 1540hrs) 
   Details to be confirmed 
 
Sat. 25th 0945/1115hrs bridges  Cruise to River Deben (HW Harwich 
1645hrs) 
 
June 
Sat. 8th  0900hrs.  Erect marquee. (weather permitting) 
  1700hrs.  “Bring your own” Party. 
Sun. 16th  1100hrs  Family Day 
Sat 22nd 0945hrs bridge  Club Cruise to Chatham 
 
July 
Sat 13th 1900hrs  Cheese & Wine 
Sat 20th  1115hrs bridge  Southwold BBQ (HW Swd 1345hrs) 



 

    
August 
Sat 3rd 1130hrs  Dinghies & small craft to RNSYC for lunch 
Sat 17th 1800hrs  Christmas Party 
Fri 23rd/Sat 24th 1115hrs bridge  Titchmarsh Marina (Friday HW Harwich 
1724hrs)  
Sat. 31st  1200hrs.  Closing date for 2019/20 Winter storage 
applications 
Sat. 31st  1500hrs.  David Sherwood’s Infamous General 
Knowledge Quiz & DIY BBQ. 
 
September 
Sat 14th  1800hrs.  The Club’s “Big Space Do” in marquee. 
Sat. 28th  1030hrs.  Macmillan coffee morning. 
Sun. 29th  1100hrs.  Dismantle Marquee (weather permitting) 
 
October 
Sat. 5th  1900 for 1930hrs.  Laying Up Supper (Book with Helen Hut-
cheson) 
Sun. 6th  1000hrs.  AED Training (Book with Jeremy Rake) 
Sun.13th. 1000hrs.  Winch & Crane Training (Book on lccdata-
base71@gmail.com) 
 
November 
Sat. 2ndh. 0700hrs.  Lift Out day 
Sat. 16th. 0700hrs.  Fall back day for Lift Out 
Sun. 17th   0900 to 1800hrs.  RYA First Aid Course (Book with Jeremy 
Rake by 20th October latest please) 
Sat. 23rd  1900 for 1930hrs.  Annual Dinner @ the Masonic Hall (Book 
with Helen Hutcheson) 
 
 
NB:  Check for email updates as times and dates may change nearer  the event. 
 

EAST ANGLIAN MARINE ART 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Matthew Garrard                                                    Tony Eveling 
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 I’VE JUST GOT A NEW JOB 
 
 
Please let me introduce myself. I am now the LCC Vice 
Commodore  
 
My name is Gregory Tripp but please call me Greg, I 
have been with the club for about two and a half years 
now and of course Christine my wife who crews me on 
our sailing trips,  I was invited  to join the club by a close 
friend  Ian Smith, sadly  no longer with us 
 
I quit work just before Christmas 2016,  I’ve had a very 
interesting career , as a boy, leaving school with few qualifications , my dad se-
cured an engineering apprenticeship for me at the Lowestoft Corporation Engineer-
ing Dept, not much fun, but I completed more college subjects than necessary on 
completion, it was not me though so I joined  BP Tankers, merchant navy, I did the 
schooling and went to sea. First trip was 13months before I went home it was fun 
round the world. 
I continued the schooling and got my  got my Seconds Engineer’s ticket. I loved it 
and carried on for about 8 years, got married, which went bad, and i quit 
I got into the oil & gas industry and for 20 years, wandered around the world drilling 
& testing oil and gas wells, around the  Far East & Africa, but the desert was my 
favourite. 
But then I went home, to  commence my swan song, got an office job with local gas 
companies which saw me through to retirement 
 
Sailing, yes all my life, but always racing, so cruising a little different! 
 

It will take a while for me to pick up all the expectations of the Vice commodore ’s 

position, but I’m sure  all my  club friends and colleges will continue to support me 

as they did Jeremy H. 

 

QUIZ NUMBER 4 ANSWERS 

1.  Martha & the Vandellas      2.  Bob Dylan             3  Al Jolson 

4. Morcambe & Wise           5. Everly Brothers             6  Prince  

7. Gene Kelly             8. Lennie Kravitz             9. Brice Springsteen 

10. David Bowie 



 

CHIRP  
THE UK CONFIDENTIAL REPORTING PROGRAMME FOR AVIATION AND 

MARITIME 
 
Dick Jordan sent in a report to CHIRP and rightly thought club members should be 
aware of the content and the follow-up to it.  
 
Good Day Mr Jordan, 
  
Firstly very many thanks for contacting CHIRP Maritime with your report relating to 
the fishing pot buoys off Felixtowe Ferry. CHIRP Maritime has given this report ref-
erence number M1258 and would be grateful if it were used in all further communi-
cation. 
  
I attach a PDF which gives a proposal for CHIRP to take this matter forward includ-
ing discussion at our next Maritime Advisory Board meeting which takes place on 
October 02nd, and to potentially seeking additional generic learnings from this re-
port. 
  
At this time the only comment that I can offer is that I would ask the MCA at the 
October meeting (if you agree) to point me in the right direction for any best prac-
tice. I have found a useful article (MCA pamphlet) highlighting both best practice 
and requirements to mark buoys but it is dated 2008 so I would like to see if there 
is anything more current – I would also check with our fishing contacts to see 
whether there is anything that I could promote to raise awareness of the issues that 
you mention. 
I am not sure as to whether you may know but are you aware of any particular by 
laws in this particular area? I have to guess that it would be outside of the jurisdic-
tion of any local harbour master and thus the requirements would fall in regulation 
inside the 12 mile limit. 
  
Should you permit CHIRP to proceed, then I will inform you of progress as the ac-
tions are undertaken. 
  
I hope that the foregoing is satisfactory to you and look forward to your response in 
due course. 
Ian Shields 
  
Dick Jordan to Ian Shields (CHIRP) 
 
Thanks for the prompt response. Just to clarify the position it was in fact just off 
Aldeburgh, Suffolk although there are numerous marked pots and long lines in the 
Felixstowe Ferry area. I would of course be grateful if you would take this further. 
 
I’m not aware of any local regulations regarding code of practice in the Aldburgh 
area and I doubt there is a Harbour Master as fishing boats are launched from the 
beach. 
The MCA pamphlet 2008 you refer to had absolutely no effect whatsoever locally at 
least. Equally, the “Over the side is over” campaign failed miserably also with fish-
ing debris being encountered off shore as well as beaches. 
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Good Day Richard 
 
Firstly I must apologise for the length of time that it has taken for me to get back to 
you on this - regret that ill heath took its toll for some time. 
 
Further to your report, it was discussed in some depth at successive  Maritime 
Advisory Board meetings and eventually the Board decided that the information 
was too "UK Centric" and not to run with it in Maritime Feedback. As Maritime Ad-
visor I receive a trickle of reports of this nature and thus believe there is a case for 
further promulgation. 
 
Discussion with the RYA revealed that they have been trying to address this issue 
for some time. Although the article which follows has been toned down a touch 
from my discussion with the RYA it is a true reflection of their discussion with the 
MCA in trying to get something done. 
 
As stated CHIRP was happy to lend their weight to the argument. 
 
I wrote the article below for our Facebook page in order to further address your 
concerns - I appreciate that it will not go as far as either you or I would have 
wished but since FEEDBACK was not an option, I determined that I do have other 
means to promulgate concerns. Thus the article appeared upon our Facebook 
page at the end of January. 

 
 
Poorly Marked Fishing Gear 

CHIRP Maritime has recently received a couple of reports which highlighted un-
marked and unlit fishing gear in United Kingdom waters– one report detailed gear 
that was inside the navigable channel of a small port, and the other a few miles 
offshore.CHIRP Maritime also occasionally receives reports relating to propeller 
shafts getting entangled with fishing nets. This of course can be a costly process 
to rectify and/or involve insurance claims. 

Unmarked and unlit fishing gear has been the subject of numerous reports over 
the years. In 2008 the UK Maritime and Coastguard Agency produced a pamphlet 
giving advice to fishermen and yachtsmen “Marking of Fishing Gear” in order to 
address these concerns. Unfortunately, the pamphlet is simply an advisory. 

I wish I could have done more but will have to leave this particular report at that. 

In conclusion, many thanks for supporting CHIRP. Without your report we could 
not improve the number of learning opportunities for seafarers. Our standard prac-
tice is now to remove all your name and all contact details from our database and 
then close the report. Should you wish to contact CHIRP again on this matter 
please quote M1258 in your correspondence in order for us to be able to retrieve 
the subject matter. 



 

Ian, 
Many thanks for the in depth response. 
It’s the same old story I’m afraid, the majority of fishermen don’t care and the ma-
jority of leisure users think it is someone else’s responsibility. Until, of course they 
pick up a line around the prop. 
With your permission I would like to circulate your email to our club members to 
encourage them to use the Chirp system. Not just for entanglements but other 
incidents. 
 
Hi Richard  
Many thanks for your note. Agree entirely. 
 
Please circulate the mail as you see fit - any promulgation is more than welcome. 
You may wish to add the following link from the RYA  in addition to the incident 
form. The link gives a bit more background into the issue. 

 
https://wwwrya.org.uk/knowledge-advice/current-affairs/Pages/poorly-marked-
fishing-gear.aspx 
 
Hi again Ian 
Just a quick note to say that I have passed our correspondence to the editor of 
our club magazine Underway for inclusion in the Spring edition. Having worked 
offshore for a number of years and as a dedicated “WAFI” it is clear that not all 
professional seamen act in a professional manner and not all amateur mariners 
especially WAFI’s act in an amateurish manner! 
Thanks for all your trouble and keeping me in the loop.  
Kind regards 
Richard 
 

https://www.rya.org.uk/knowledge-advice/current-affairs/Pages/poorly-marked-fishing-gear.aspx
https://www.rya.org.uk/knowledge-advice/current-affairs/Pages/poorly-marked-fishing-gear.aspx
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THE SEA 
 
In one edition of Under Way Dick Houghton suggested that members might like to  
nominate and share their favourite sea poems. Dick kicked off with ‘Sea Fever’ by 
John Masefield (1878-1967) 
 
To date I haven’t received any offerings so this is a gentle reminder to get them 
rolling in to the usual address. I will accept sonnets, doggerel, couplets and        
limericks. I know at one time one of our members actually wrote poems about the 
Club. Unfortunately she is no longer with us. 
 
Anyway, to keep Dick’s ball rolling I’m sharing one of my favourite sea poems with 
you. Bearing in mind most of my working life was spent with young children, not 
only is it my  favourite but it was also theirs. I think you will see why. 
 
THE SEA  by James Reeves (1909 - 1978) 
 
The sea is a hungry dog,  
Giant and grey. 
He rolls on the beach all day. 
With his clashing teeth and shaggy jaws 
Hour upon hour he gnaws 
The rumbling, tumbling stones, 
And ‘Bones, bones, bones!’ 
The giant sea-dog moans, 
Licking his greasy paws. 
 
And when the night wind roars 
And the moon rocks in the stormy cloud, 
He bounds to his feet and snuffs and sniffs, 
Shaking his wet sides over the cliff, 
And howls and hollos long and loud. 
 
But on quiet days in May or June, 
When even grasses on the dune 
Play no more their reedy tune, 
With his head between his paws 
He lies on the sandy shores, 
So quiet, so quiet, he scarcely snores. 
 
Ed. 



 

THE LARBOARDS.  Episode 3 
AN EVERYDAY STORY OF CRUISING FOLK 
 
(This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, businesses, places, events and incidents are either the 
product of the author’s imagination or used in a fictitious manner. Any resemblance to actual persons or 
actual events is purely coincidental.) 

 
James sliced the top off his boiled egg and nodded approvingly to Joan sitting   
opposite. “Quite excellent.” His eggs needed to be boiled for four minutes six    sec-
onds to get the right consistency of yolk. That is if they were large, free-range. The 
medium sized required almost thirty seconds less. The toast in the rack looked 
good this morning. Joan had got into the bad habit of adjusting the numbers on the 
toaster switch and, to be honest, the results were variable, that was the polite way 
of putting it. Toast needed to be golden brown all over and one’s teeth should break 
through the outer crispness and into the slightly softer layer. James had in the past 
explained to his wife exactly how he liked his toast but she had taken   umbrage 
and implied that if he didn’t like her toast, he knew what to do. He had never men-
tioned it again. There were times when he just didn’t understand Joan. Over the 
years there had been a number of times when he had gone out of his way to ex-
plain carefully the best way of completing the odd household chore and each time 
she didn’t seem to appreciate his interventions. The very last time when he had 
suggested adding a little vinegar to aid the cleaning of the hall mirror, her   re-
sponse had verged on the coarse. But today, egg and toast scored nine out of ten 
and he was happy to tell her that. 
 
“Will you be back for lunch?” Joan always assumed her husband would be occu-
pied for most of the day. She waited as James finished his second piece of toast. 
He always tried to chew his food fully. Thirty two chews per mouthful he had told 
her was an aid to good digestion, exercise for teeth and gums and the thorough 
mastication made the most of the food’s nutrition. “Mm. I’ll try for one o’clock. I need 
to pick up an impeller gasket, tighten up the fan belt, and while I’m down there, pos-
sibly change the engine oil. I was thinking also……”  Joan had switched off and 
began to clear the table. 
 

John had walked to work that morning and had enjoyed his reward of the Kitkat 
that lunchtime. His addiction of thinking about women, and that is how he had come 
to view of it—an addiction was still very much on his mind even after a          de-
manding morning’s work. Over the years he had come to the realisation that his 
addiction had peaks and troughs. He thought of them as radio type waves moving 
across his brain. He had read somewhere that men think about women every 
twelve seconds. He thought it a bit excessive but if true at his ‘radio wave’ peak for 
him it was probably every six seconds and in the trough perhaps every twenty   
seconds. It still worked out at something like four thousand eight hundred separate-
thoughts  and that was only during waking hours. His walk to the office that     
morning had been relatively calm. It could be he was in a trough. He thought he 
might walk up to WH Smiths in the High Street and see if they had a copy of Reeds. 
It would take twenty minutes at most. Mind you, nobody would notice if he took an 
hour and twenty minutes. He felt his colleagues regarded him as a fixture or fitting, 
part of the furniture, an efficient automaton switched on at nine and off at five. If 
only they could see inside his head. 
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He stepped out into the warm midday sunshine. Fortunately or unfortunately     de-
pending how one viewed John’s addiction, The streets were busy. There were   T -
shirts, ponytails, long legs, short skirts, high heels, bare arms. By the time he had 
reached Smiths John’s recognised trough was surging upwards. He wondered 
whether that pert youngster would be on the pay desk. ‘Pert’ that was a word to be 
reckoned with. He tried to put the word behind him as he made his way to the 
Sports, Games and Leisure section. There was an unexpectedly large number of 
books on sailing including two copies of Reed’s Almanac. Unrecognised by John, 
possibly two or three minutes had passed in being absorbed in the books that his 
’woman waves’ as he called them had almost flat lined.  
“Hello. Are you a sailor then?” 
 

Tony had left his contemplative seat outside the Clubhouse, opened the gate and 
walked along to his boat. He was trying to clear his head of the story that George 
Soanes had told him at primary school. George Soanes and David Thompson could 
never have realised the effect it had on him as they went off to play one more game 
of conkers before the bell went. George’s story, of course, was about S*X From that 
age of nine Tony had factored into his head a censorship programme. The words, 
the images, the films, television were all constantly monitored. So much of modern 
living, it seem to Tony, was allied to S*X. 
 
The words that he saw or heard were never completed in his head. He was       pro-
tected, because there was always his censoring asterisk 
Into his teens at High School, the veracity of ‘George’s Story’ as he referred to it, 
was confirmed. The lessons on S*X education  given by Mr.Pollard had been    ex-
cruciating. The teacher had been relaxed and not got into a strop when one or two 
boys sniggered. When the diagrams had been put onto the overhead projector Tony 
looked down at his desk. “All perfectly natural,” said Mr.Pollard breezily. Tony 
thought it was anything but. It was an Act of Gross Indecency. It was definitely 
gross. It was definitely an act - nobody could do that naturally despite what he had 
just been told and it was as indecent as you could get. His thoughts veered sharply 
away from images of his mother and a man who must be his father. What about 
Mrs. Horn and Mr.Hudson?  It was just abhorrent. 
 
His friends and other boys in class  began to become obsessed as the months 
passed. They spent inordinate amounts of time and money making themselves 
‘attractive’ whatever they thought that  meant. They would come into class smelling 
like a chemical factory. Others would be desperately growing their hair or having it 
cut into trendy shapes. Trousers were either tight or loose according to the dictat of 
a singer or boy band. Like many who don’t want to follow the crowd, Tony went in 
the other direction. Out of school uniform Tony ironically was not aware that he was 
following fashion of sorts - he looked  remarkably like his eighty two year old grand-
father. Brown corduroy trousers, belt and braces, comfortable leather shoes, check 
work shirt and baggy cable stitch jumper that his aunt had knitted thinking he was 
bigger than he was. 



 

 
 
His grandad had died fifteen years ago and left Tony enough money to buy the boat. 
The craft was hardly new when he bought it. There was work to do but the initial  
enthusiasm for rubbing down, scraping, scrubbing, like the varnish it had worn thin. 
He just wanted to sail. So that’s what he did. He did need to get his act together 
though for the weekend as he had sort of promised  John and Brian to sail in      
company down to Southwold. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George had gone home late in the afternoon via Mr. Patel’s corner shop. Mr. Patel 
was always ready to talk provided he  wasn’t too busy. The shopkeeper’s response 
to George’s request for twenty cigarettes would be, “And how are you today, Mr. 
Blake?” In short bursts over the years Mr Patel had learnt of George’s views on the 
NHS, party politics, the local  council, the armed forces and his career in the navy. 
George for his part knew that Mr. Patel worked fourteen hours a day and had three 
daughters. The bell jangled as George entered the shop door. One of the three 
daughters was behind the counter. Pretty little thing with her dark eyes and long 
lashes. “Hello,” she smiled, “Dad’s at the Cash and Carry. Twenty?” She reached up 
for the cigarettes. 
 
That evening, after his Tesco’s Ready Meal for One and with the cat  on his lap 
George stared at the television screen. He had flicked through umpteen channels 
and now had his finger poised over the ‘off’ button on the remote. “I used to enjoy 
the telly when it was just BBC and ITV.” Flossie shifted on his lap and purred her 
agreement. It seemed to George that it was all repeats, American series where all 
the actors spoke really quickly or mumbled, either way they became incomprehensi-
ble and as far as he homemade stuff— jumped up young men in sharp suits        
accompanied by half naked women flaunting themselves and shouting all the time to 
show what a good time they were bringing the viewers. “Bloody rubbish,” he        
muttered as his finger jabbed the ‘off’ button. He reached for his glasses and his  
library book and lit the twelth cigarette of the day. The noise of the struck match 
made Flossie jump down and wander into the kitchen. 

 
 

IS JOHN GOING TO BE PROPOSITIONED? WHAT IS JOAN UP TO? WILL THEY ALL MEET UP IN 
SOUTHWOLD? 

 

Ed. 
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GLOBAL WARMING 
 
What do we do?  Prepare for long term sailing? Fit water purifiers and get ready for 
an existence like Kevin Costner’s in ‘Water world’ ? Stop using our inboard diesel 
engines, trade in our hatchback for a new bike, swear to give up shopping at the 
supermarket until they ban plastic, no more visiting friends and relatives in foreign 
parts (Easyjet and the rest have huge carbon footprints) , take beef and lamb off 
the menu ……...OR 
 
I was chatting with a non-member friend of mine who is great with ideas but a little 
reluctant on the action front and the subject of ‘Extinction Rebellion’ came up. At 
the time of writing the effects and publicity of the peaceful blocking of central Lon-
don and the five hundred arrests have been high profile. My friend, ever to lead 
from the rear, suggested that the members of the Club should spray our boats pink 
and sail as a flotilla up the Thames as a show of solidarity. 
 
Haven’t spotted it yet on the Rear Commodore’s sailing programme. I’m sure     
Emma Thompson would sponsor us. 
Ed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
WITH THANKS 
 
As usual, my grateful thanks to all who have contributed to this edition. Peter 
George, Ian Seath, Chris Coe, Paul Johnston, Deborah Connolly, Colin Coe, Nick 
Tottie, Paul Gray, Stuart Mack. David Bennett, Lynda Morgan, Greg Tripp, Daniella 
Sands, Mike Amiss & Dick Jordan. 



 

 

  



 56 


